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thyssenkrupp installs its new evolution 200 elevators at Providence Park, 

home of MLS’ Portland Timbers and NWSL’s Portland Thorns FC 

 

• The addition of four evolution 200 elevator units was part of a $85 million 

transformation of Providence Park, further distinguishing the now 25,000-seat 

venue as one of the top soccer and sports destinations in the U.S.  

• Since its introduction a year ago, evolution 200 has quickly become one of 

thyssenkrupp’s most sought-after elevator systems due to its one-of-a-kind 

speed, capacity and travel combinations  

 

PORTLAND, OREGON (September 12, 2019) – Earlier this year, thyssenkrupp Elevator 

installed four of its new evolution 200 elevators at Providence Park in Portland, Oregon. 

The iconic stadium is home to Major League Soccer’s Portland Timbers and Portland 

Thorns FC of the National Women’s Soccer League. 

 

The addition of the sleek and modern new elevators is part of a $85 million transformation 

project that added 4,000 new seats to eastern side of Providence Park, bringing total 

capacity to more than 25,000 and, in the process, making it one of the largest soccer-

specific stadiums in MLS. Completed in May 2019, the renovation of the 93-year-old facility 

also included a host of new, state-of-the-art video boards, updated locker rooms for both 

teams, LED field lighting, new team store, refreshed concessions stands and concourse 

amenities on the west side, and additional enhancements throughout the stadium. 

 

“For nearly 100 years, Providence Park has been a sports and entertainment venue unlike 

any other in the Pacific Northwest, and over the years, it has evolved to meet the growing 

needs of its fanbase through state-of-the-art upgrades throughout the stadium,” said Steve 

Wedge, CFO and Interim CEO for thyssenkrupp Elevator Americas. “We are honored that 

our new evolution 200 elevators will not only be a part of this great stadium for many years 

to come but will also help play a small but important role serving this great community.” 

 

The four evolution 200 units feature 3,500-pound capacity and travel at speeds up to 350 

feet per minute. The evolution 200 units were installed and fully operational in time for an 

exciting weekend of soccer that featured home games for the Timbers as well as the 

Thorns FC, which features four players that were a part of the USWNT’s 2019 World Cup 

championship team.  

 

Over that first weekend, the units racked up more than 600 cycles without one service 

interruption.  
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“When we designed the evolution 200, we wanted to create a low- to mid-rise elevator that 

was unique to the marketplace,” added Wedge. “For years, there had been elevators that 

checked some of the options for property owners, but not all of them. We’ve fixed that and 

have changed the low- to mid-rise elevator forever.” 

 

One year ago, thyssenkrupp launched evolution 200, a machine-room-less (MRL) elevator 

designed specifically for buildings up to 350 feet tall. Since its introduction, evolution 200 

has quickly become of thyssenkrupp’s most popular elevators with several high-profile 

installations throughout North America. 

 

evolution 200 features a capacity up to 5,000 pounds and speeds to 600 feet per minute, 

meaning building owners no longer need to sacrifice size for speed. evolution 200 uses 

rubber-encased steel belt cables instead of traditional steel ropes or cables, which 

decreases the elevator’s footprint due to smaller sheave sizes that correspond with smaller 

pits and overhead space. The reduced hoistway size also opens up more leasable or usable 

space for building owners. Belts also provide a longer life than steel cables.  

 

The controller fits into an 8-inch door jamb and is fully digital, saving space and helping 

reduce elevator noise. evolution 200 also includes standard emergency auto rescue, which 

allows the elevator to safely transport passengers even during a building power outage. 

 

The low- to mid-rise elevator also consumes less energy than traditional elevators. A 

regenerative drive is standard, which captures unused energy produced by the elevator 

and feeds it back into the building grid. It also switches to standby mode when not in use, 

reducing the controller’s energy consumption. In addition, automatic fan and light shutoff 

can reduce cab energy use by up to 90 percent, while evolution 200 also features Health 

Product Declarations and Cradle to Cradle Material Health Certifications to help buildings 

meet LEED v4 certification. 

 

To learn more, go to www.thyssenkruppelevator.com/elevator-products/evolution200. 

 

To download evolution 200 images, click here (photo credit: thyssenkrupp Elevator) 

 

To view images of Providence Park, click here (photo credit: Craig Mitchelldyer, Portland 

Timbers) 

 

  
About us: 

thyssenkrupp Elevator 

thyssenkrupp Elevator brings together the Group’s global activities in passenger transportation systems. With sales 

of €7.6 billion in fiscal 2017/2018 and customers in 150 countries, thyssenkrupp Elevator built its position as one 

of the world’s leading elevator companies from scratch in a mere 40 years’ time applying thyssenkrupp unique 
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engineering capabilities. With more than 50,000 highly skilled employees, the company offers smart and innovative 

products and services designed to meet customers’ individual requirements. The portfolio includes passenger and 

freight elevators, escalators and moving walks, passenger boarding bridges, stair and platform lifts as well as 

tailored service solutions for all products. Over 1,000 locations around the world provide an extensive sales and 

service network to guarantee closeness to customers.  

 

thyssenkrupp 

thyssenkrupp is a technology group with traditional strengths in materials. Over 160,000 employees in 78 countries 

work with passion and technological know-how to develop high-quality products and intelligent industrial processes 

and services for sustainable progress. Their skills and commitment are the basis of our success. In fiscal year 

2017/2018 thyssenkrupp generated sales of €42.7 billion. 

 

Together with our customers we develop competitive solutions for future challenges in their respective industries. 

With our engineering expertise we enable our customers to gain an edge in the global market and manufacture 

innovative products in a cost- and resource-friendly way. Our technologies and innovations are the key to meeting 

diverse customer and market requirements around the world, growing on the markets of the future, and generating 

strong and stable earnings, cash flows and value growth. 
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